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The meeting began on 14 June, at 15:35 with the opening remarks by Mr Peter 

KOUROUMBASHEV, Vice-Chairman of the EP's Delegation to the EU-Montenegro SAPC. 

Mr KOUROUMBASHEV welcomed distinguished guests: Mr Ivan BRAJOVIĆ, President of 

the Parliament of Montenegro, Chairman of the Montenegrin Delegation to the EU-Montenegro 

SAPC, Mr Zoran PAŽIN, Deputy Prime Minister for Political System, Interior and Foreign 

Policy representing the Government of Montenegro, H.E. Ms Marlene BONNICI, Permanent 

Representation of Malta to the European Union, on behalf of the Presidency-in-Office of the 

Council of the EU and Ms Genoveva RUIZ CALAVERA, Director for Western Balkans, DG 

NEAR, on behalf of the European Commission. 

Mr KOUROUMBASHEV congratulated Ms Anneliese DODDS, the former Chairwoman of 

the EP Delegation to the EU-Montenegro SAPC for her recent election to the House of 

Commons. He informed that the EP Delegation would elect a new chairperson in following 

weeks. 

In his opening speech, Mr KOUROUMBASHEV noticed the progress of Montenegro in its 

negotiations for membership in the European Union. Mr KOUROUMBASHEV believed that 

due to the progress the process would be fast. He noted the scepticism of EU citizens towards 

further enlargement of the Union and expressed the need to inform EU citizens of the benefits 

of the enlargement process. Mr KOUROUMBASHEV noted the President of the Commission’s 

speech on state of the Union, which was presented on the same day. In this context, he expressed 

the need for putting enlargement high on the EU’s agenda again. Mr KOUROUMBASHEV 

underlined the need for Montenegro to fully implement the action plans on rule of law, fight 

against corruption and organised crime as well as improving freedom of media. Mr 

KOUROUMBASHEV stressed the need for Montenegro in the Union as an example to the rest 

of the Balkan states. 

Co-chairman BRAJOVIĆ, following his words of welcome, stated that despite the efforts to 

have the delegation of the Parliament of Montenegro in its full composition, the colleagues 
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from the opposition did not accept the invitation for participation, which was open until the 

last day. 

 

1. Adoption of the draft agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes, as in the draft document. 

 

2. Adoption of the draft minutes of the 12th EU-Montenegro SAPC meeting 

The minutes were adopted without amendments, as in the draft document. 

 

3. State of play of the accession negotiations and EU-Montenegro relations, in the presence 

of representatives of the Montenegrin Government, the Presidency-in-Office of the 

Council of the EU and the European Commission 

Ms BONNICI duly noted the October elections in Montenegro conducted under substantial 

revised legal framework in a more participatory and transparent manner. Concerning the 

boycott of the Montenegrin Parliament by the opposition, she stated that the position of the EU 

is clear: it encourages all political parties to engage in a constructive dialogue and return the 

political debate to the democratic institutions where it belongs. Ms BONNICI welcomed the 

opening of new chapters since the last meeting of the SAPC. Ms BONNICI further stressed the 

commitment of the Presidency to the advancement of the accession process in full respect of 

the principals of conditionality and own-merits. Ms BONNICI further emphasised that the 

European Council clearly confirmed its support for the European perspective of the Western 

Balkans. She stressed the need for Montenegro to implement reforms on the rule of law, 

fundamental rights, public administration and economic governance. She welcomed the 

inclusion of civil society in the preparation of the EU accession and related reforms as well as 

encouraging Montenegro to improve consultation with civil society. Ms BONNICI strongly 

praised Montenegro for its full alignment with the EU position on the matter of foreign policy.  

Mr PAŽIN recalled that Montenegro has opened 26 Chapters and provisionally closed two and 

he expressed the expectation of opening next ones in following months. He expressed hope that 

the progress will lead to negotiations on the opening of the remaining chapters. Furthermore, 

Mr PAŽIN put special emphasis on the benchmarks of Chapter 23 (Judiciary and fundamental 

rights) and Chapter 24 (Justice, freedom and security). Mr. PAŽIN said that the Government 

had a clear picture of what needs to be done in order to be able to take over the obligations that 

would be recognized as closing benchmarks for Chapters 23 and 24 in the upcoming period. 

Mr PAŽIN highlighted the recent reforms on the fight against organised crime. He pointed to 

the recent democratic elections as well as the public positive attitude towards the political 

process for joining the EU as signs of the commitment of Montenegro to join the EU. Mr. 

PAŽIN also reminded of the clear commitment and open invitation of the Prime Minister to the 

opposition since he became Prime Minister - to provide his contribution through dialogue 

within the institutions of the system, based on clearly formulated, logical and adequately 

presented views of the opposition. 

Ms RUIZ CALAVERA encouraged all the members of the Montenegrin parliament to seek a 

solution to end the boycott of the opposition. She stressed that Montenegro is the most advanced 

candidate country but that there is still is a need to focus on the rule of law as well as public 

administration reforms. Ms RUIZ CALAVERA expressed concern regarding the public fiscal 
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deficit and debt of the country. She underlined the importance of Montenegro as a constructive 

regional partner. 

Mr Adrijan VUKSANOVIĆ (Montenegrin MP) stressed Montenegro’s good regional 

cooperation and expressed the expectation of opening of several new chapters. He also 

presented the work of the European Integration Committee in the negotiation process and 

expressed satisfaction with cooperation with the negotiating structure. 

 

4. Conduct of the last parliamentary elections and functioning of the Parliament 

Mr BRAJOVIĆ underlined that parliamentary elections were held in line with the reformed 

legislative framework and in accordance with democratic and fundamental rights. He noted that 

opposition parties declared the results of the parliamentary elections as illegitimate and called 

for early elections simultaneous to the presidential elections. He also reminded that the 

opposition representatives signed registers from all polling stations, and tried to form a 

government with representatives of minority parties based on elections results, which, as they 

failed to form a parliamentary majority, they declared as illegitimate. In addition, they have 

formed local government in the municipalities of Kotor and Budva, where the elections were 

held on the same day as parliamentary, and under the same conditions and at the same polling 

stations. Mr. BRAJOVIĆ noted that despite this, the parliament functioned normally and hoped 

that the opposition would soon take part in the parliamentary work. He emphasised that 

Montenegro was committed to the accession process and to the implementation of reforms in 

line with European standards. Mr. BRAJOVIĆ stressed that the question of accession of 

Montenegro should depend upon its own merits and not on the progress of the region. 

Members stressed that accession process is a long process but also that it should not be the end 

goal but rather a means for implementing the changes and reforms in order for Montenegro to 

develop economically and socially. It was pointed out that while 26 chapters have been opened, 

a good process has only been seen in 6 of these chapters. 

The exchange of views was ensued among the following Members: Mr. BRAJOVIĆ 

(Montenegrin chair), Ms Ivana MALETIC (MEP) and Mr Eleftherios SYNADINOS (MEP). 

Also the representative of the European Commission took part in the discussion. 

 

5. Fundamental rights 

Members agreed that the freedom of speech and freedom of media was important for a 

democratic state to function properly. The temporary shot-down of the internet during the 

election was discussed and Montenegrin MPs pointed out that it had been done in order to halt 

the spread of hate speech, which is prohibited by the Montenegrin law.  

The concerns over the problem of domestic violence were raised and acknowledged. The pride 

parade in Montenegro was pointed out to have been conducted well without any incidents but 

the concern was still raised over the need for affirmative actions for LGBT people on behalf of 

the government.  

The following members took part in the exchange of views on the topic: Ms Daliborka 

PEJOVIĆ (Montenegrin MP) and Ms Ulrike LUNACEK (MEP). The representative of the 

Government of Montenegro took part in the discussion 

6. Social Policy & Employment 
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The issue of youth unemployment was raised and discussed. Montenegrin MPs acknowledged 

the problem as being of importance for the future of Montenegro. The adoption of a new 

national strategy on employment and human resources development was welcomed. The need 

for further education for young people and vulnerable groups were requested. 

The rights of disabled people and their access to the labour market was discussed as was the 

possibility for disabled people to participate in elections and the democratic process. More 

inclusion of NGOs participation on behalf of disabled people were requested.  

Domestic violence was a concern for the members in the discussion and it was pointed out, that 

more needed to be done.  

The following members took part in the discussion on the topic: Mr Marek PLURA (MEP), Mr 

Miodrag RADUNOVIĆ (Montenegrin MP) and Ms Ulrike LUNACEK (MEP). 

 

7. Justice, freedom and security 

The Montenegrin first speaker gave an overview of the current situation of the rule of law in 

Montenegro and highlighted several amendments and national strategies. The functioning of 

the special state prosecution as well as efforts in fighting against organised crime, corruption 

and human trafficking were explained. The Schengen standardisation plan on border control 

was also mentioned. The fight against corruption was emphasised and it was mentioned that 75 

functionaries had resigned and additional 26 removed by the public administration after anti-

corruption opinions on conflict of interest. 

 

The EP first speaker welcomed the positive developments in Montenegro but voiced concern 

on the matter of implementation and functions of institutions in Montenegro. The freedom of 

media was raised as point of concern. The excessive use of confidentiality on information from 

the government was criticised. The importance of transparency for the public was underlined. 

The attempted coup on the election day was discussed and MEPs emphasised that there must 

be transparency for the public in the upcoming court case. 

Montenegro received congratulations on its accession into NATO and it was mentioned that the 

Russian list of unwanted persons from Montenegro was related to Montenegro’s membership 

to NATO and not its aspirations to join the EU. It was stated that Montenegro’s accession woul 

be an example for the rest of the Balkan countries, and that the European Union should focus 

on the Western Balkans as the best response to Brexit.  

 

The following members took part in the discussion on the topic: Mr Obrad STANIŠIĆ 

(Montenegrin MP), Mr Jozo RADOŠ (MEP), Mr Tarzan MILOŠEVIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Mr 

Ivan BRAJOVIĆ (Montenegrin chair) and Mr Peter KOUROUMBASHEV (EP chair). 

The representative of the Government of Montenegro took part in the discussion. 

 

8. Any other business 

There was no other business. 

9. Date and place of the next SAPC meeting 

The next SAPC meeting would take place on 18 and 19 December, in Montenegro. 

 

The meeting ended on 14 June, at 18.36. 

 

*** 


